environmental factors have some influence on the incidence and prevalence of schizophrenia (Slater, 1953; Faris and Dunham, 1939; Hollingshead and Redlich, 1958; Gerard and Siegel, 1950) . (2) There is evidence that the clinical form of the illness is affected by environmental factors. Observations have been made on the differences between delusions in certain groups of populations (Sherman and Sherman, 1934; Tooth, 1950; Carothers, 1953; Stainbrook, 1952) . Some of the suggestions made by these investigators are as follows: (1) More primitive and less educated people make delusional formulations in religious and supernatural terms. The more sophisticated people "secularize" their delusions (Sherman, Tooth, Stainbrook) . (2) Isolation fosters paranoid ideas (Sherman) . (3) Low educational status fosters paranoid ideas (Sherman) . (4) European education, or its equivalent, in Africans fosters paranoid trends (Carothers) . (5) College education fosters grandiose ideas (Sherman) . (6) (Table II) . Educational status.-To complement class trends patients were examined by educational status. They were divided into two groups. "High status" (independent, grammar or high school, and/or technical or university education); "Low status" (primary, elementary or institutional education). All but 31 could be classified. Differences similar to the class trends were shown (Table III) . The greater incidence of grandiose delusions in persons of higher education status is significant.
Domicile.-164 of the deluded patients were living in Sussex at the onset of their illness. They could be divided into those born in Sussex (natives) and those from elsewhere (immigrants). These two groups differed in respect of paranoid delusions. Natives (N=82) 67% paranoid; immigrants (N=82) 83% paranoid (P<0-02). When examined this difference appeared to be due to females over 30, of whom there were a disproportionate number amongst the immigrants. These immigrant females, ranging in age from 30 to 60 or over at onset were more paranoid than native females in the same age range (Table IV) . Sibling position.-Grandiose and paranoid categories differed among siblings of different positions (Table V) . There were more paranoid delusions in youngest and only children, and fewer in eldest children. In contrast, grandiose delusions were commoner in the eldest.
The categories of delusion were also examined by breaking down their content further. It 'was found that the commonest type of sexual delusion was a false belief of imposed heterosexual activity. Women more often had false beliefs of marriage (and pregnancy) and these were as common in the ever married as in the single. In men, such beliefs favoured the single. None of the women, in contrast to the men, had delusions centering around masturbation.
Grandiose delusions were subdivided into delusions of authority and power, of wealth, of social status, and of special skill or ability. No class difference was demonstrable, but there was a greater incidence of delusions of power and authority in men (27 %) compared with women (4%) (P<O OO1).
Paranoid delusions were subdivided in terms of persecuting agency. Class I and II persons named more varied persecutors (such as Jews, Freemasons, Communists, Blackmen) in contrast to class IV and V persons who more commonly cited the police.
From the trends observed, the kind of pattern which seemed to emerge was that there may be a more direct translation of social role and position into delusional terms than is usually envisaged. Rather than the lowly and inferior compensating with delusions of grandeur, and the sexually deprived having sexual delusions, it is the opposite that seems to occur. It is the better educated, the higher class, the eldest of the family who tend to be more grandiose, the lowly who are more inferior, and the sexually experienced who have more sexual delusions. In other words, the more simple and obvious hypotheses relating social factors and delusional symptoms appear to be those most worth testing.
The findings will be reported and discussed in detail elsewhere.
